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Sharing expertise in homeland security education has become much like the discipline itself – it has evolved beyond
the nation’s borders and broadened into more academic disciplines.
The semi-annual conference of the Center for Homeland Defense and Security’s (CHDS) University and Agency
Partnership Initiative (UAPI) took on a more international flavor this year as two schools from outside the United
States participated in the two-day event held Sept. 29-30 at the Naval Postgraduate School.
Among the thirty-two schools and agencies attending were representatives from Carleton University in Ottawa,
Canada and the University of Queensland in Brisbane, Australia.
"This is the first time we are having international representation," UAPI Director Stan Supinksi said.
Aside from the international presence, this conference also boasted another first as Chicago’s Adler School of
Professional Psychology was also represented.
For Supinski and the UAPI participants, the broadening interest reflects the cooperation and multi-disciplinary
approach that is critical to homeland security.
"Terrorism is transnational, and whether it is a natural disaster or a manmade disaster, response and recovery
efforts clearly cross borders," he said. "We should be coupling our education programs as well."
The event allowed institutions to share what they are doing and take away hints they may find useful. The
conference also highlighted the way non-traditional partnerships are developing between departments at
universities in an effort to improve homeland security programs.
At Carleton University, the Norman Patterson School of Public Affairs is developing a postgraduate degree program,
in conjunction with its civil and environmental engineering department, called the Master’s in Infrastructure
Protection and International Security, said Assistant Professor Wayne Boone. The university is also planning a
certification program in infrastructure protection and international security for working professionals.
Like Supinski, Boone stressed that cooperation for educational opportunities in homeland security should reflect the
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cooperation of practitioners in addressing threats and risks.
"Critical infrastructure lines of communication flow north and south," Boone said. "They do not represent national
boundaries. Our threats, our vulnerabilities, are clearly similar. Our protective postures must also be similar."
Just as Carleton University is combining policy and engineering in a homeland security fashion, the presence of the
Adler School of Professional Psychology also exemplified the evolution of domestic protection.
Traditionally, schools that offer degrees in professions such as emergency management or criminal justice have
been represented in the homeland security arena.
"Homeland security is very mutli-disciplinary; we are seeing representation expand a little bit," Supinski said.
Representatives from the Adler School were looking for ways to potentially fuse psychology and homeland security
into future academic programs.
The practice of psychology is an important piece of police and security work, said Victoria Priola-Surowiec of Adler’s
Police Psychology program.
"We’re trying to teach them (law enforcement officers) how to use psychology to inform their decision making,"
Priola-Surowiec said. "Psychology is a necessary, fundamental discipline that needs to be incorporated into
homeland security."
And the multi-disciplinary approach fostered at CHDS is the type of approach that the Adler School’s Institute on
Public Safety and Social Justice integrates, said that Institute’s Director, Laura Kunard.
"We’re trying to connect the fact that as law enforcement officers they are homeland security – they are the eyes
and ears of what’s going on in their neighborhood," Kunard said. "We try to help them navigate their roles of officers,
while being cognizant of civil liberties."
Kunard and Priola-Surowiec said they were looking for ways to incorporate a psychology aspect into a homeland
security-related degree or certificate at the Adler School.
The remaining schools represented two-year, four-year and graduate schools from across the United States.
Workshops included topics such as partnerships, web-based learning and technology, and specific homeland
security academic content, among others.
UAPI was created in 2005 as a way to share expertise of the CHDS in exporting homeland security to campuses
and agencies across the country. Over 200 schools and agencies have joined the initiative since its inception.
The next major event for UAPI is its Fourth annual Homeland Security Education Summit, scheduled for Feb. 24-25
at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C.
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